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TGIF

CMYK

STATEMENT

Jess Cartner Morley
Paris

FOR 15 minutes on March 9, in a
grand Paris room Alexander Mc-
Queen came back to life.

When the first model walked
in there was an audible intake of
breath. Four weeks after the de-
signer's death, the collection he
had been working on was un-
veiled. And his spirit was right
there Ð in the skullcap of ban-
dages dissected by a mohican of
lacquered feathers, in the fierce
black boots with gold angels
sculpted into the heels and in
the muscular power of the tight
crimson bodice and the way the
pleated. Every piece was cut on
the stand by McQueen, the audi-
ence was told beforehand; once
the clothes appeared, there
could have been no doubt.

Of the outfits, 16 were 80 per
cent finished Ð completed by
his team. The collection was tru-
ly spectacular; the mood, in the
face of the evidence of what
fashion has lost, was bleak. 

His unfinished last collection
looked to Byzantine art, to eter-
nity and to angels. In folds of
double duchesse satin, in a short
dress extravagantly swagged at
the hip, could be glimpsed the
infant Jesus from Jean Fouquet's
1450 painting of the Virgin and
Child, digitally captured and en-
gineered to fit the piece. A pale
silk chiffon gown, curves as
sculpted as a Greek marble God-
dess swept the floor in silence,
bore the faces of angels and the
wings of doves; on the back was

Your fashion icons
International 
Kate Moss, Mischa Barton, and 
Sienna Miller for their individual
style and for pulling off whatever
they wear

Bollywood
Mehr Jessia for her chicness

Colours that define your
wardrobe
It would be pastel pink, beige,
green and purple 

You have a fetish for
Shoes, perfumes, vintage bags 
and sunglasses

You wouldn't be caught dead in
Denim overalls

Style that suits you
Dresses and lots and lots of them.
A few really nice designer jeans

and my precious vintage items

You splurged on
A pair of Robert Robert boots, a
pair of stone washed Lee drain-
pipe jeans, and this year I went
out of my way to buy my mum
a fabulous birthday present

Shopping spree
When I was in Sweden and
Denmark, I went shopping
from malls to markets and
loved every bit of it

You smell of
D&G's Light Blue and Estee
Lauder's Beyond Paradise dur-
ing the day. My all time
favourite Ralph Lauren's Ro-
mance and Estee Lauder's In-
tuition for the evenings

Essentials
Cell phone, my wayfarers,
Isadora's Stop Shine all day
compact and Pump and Plum
lip-gloss

You flip through
Boss, VOW, Vogue, Cleoand
Newsweek

Favourite item in wallet
Picture of me and my love, and
money of course

Dream date
Pharrell Williams

Stylish inheritance
Like all the women in my fami-
ly, I have the ability to see to the
minute details even in my
everyday outfit and to make
my own fashion statement

Favourite brands
Sports Girl, Bardot, Bettina
Liano from Australia and H &
M from Sweden. I love picking
up my regular change of wear

from Obsession, Durbarmarg

One place you could go anytime
Surfers Paradise, Gold Coast

One indulgence
Getting out of the city for a picnic
with my girls and my love

Fashion faux pas around 
Girls wearing skimpy clothes

Major fashion blunder
Fortunately, none

If you were to wear only one 
clothing for the rest of your life
Summer dresses, sunglasses, 
my havianas

Fashion advice
Wear clothes that suit your 
body type and make every outfit
your own

Ð As told to Shreemita Maharjan

CHARMING 
ELEGANCE

People who know her
say she has leadership
qualities and that she is

a good organiser.
Rubina Rana defines

herself as 
straightforward,

optimistic and a very
spunky person.And she

loves to go out with
friends.Working for a

Swedish 
cosmetics company as

Sales and Marketing
Manager, this Leo,

though very outgoing,
values her space.

This stylish beauty
shares her fashion 
secrets with TGIF
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THAMEL
A PERFECT PLACE FOR 

CONTINENTAL CUISINE AND 
ORGANIC FOOD. YOU CAN ALSO

ENJOY CAKES, PIES AND
DESSERT LOOKING OVER THE

GARDEN OF DREAMS. SPACIOUS
AND AIRY, IT IS THE BEST PLACE

FOR YOU TO HANG OUT 
AND ENJOY THE DELICACIES

PHONE: 4425341

MCQUEEN
LEAVES 
ANGELIC 
IMPRINTS 

the outline of angel
wings. 

There were chill
moments, such as
when the Paris sun-
light caught the
sculpted heel of an
ankle boot revealing
a carving of a broken
skull. The skull had
come to be some-
thing of a McQueen
trademark, but here
it appeared crushed.
A coat tailored from
lacquered gold
feathers was proba-
bly another nod to
Gibbons, whose life-
like carvings of
feathered birds have
long been much
marvelled at.

This was the last
ever collection by
Lee Alexander Mc-
Queen, but it will not
be the last collection
to bear the Alexan-
der McQueen name. A week after the designer's
death, Polet announced that the label would
continue. ªWe believe in the future of the
brand,º he told reporters. 

Until now, all efforts have been directed at fin-
ishing the collection. As one of his team said at
the show, ªwe just wanted to do Lee proud.º

A note given to each of the audience read,
ªeach piece is unique, as was he.º As the 16th
outfit disappeared from the catwalk, the audi-
ence sat in silence, not yet ready for the spell to
be broken. The sound of clapping began 
backstage, and spread. There is no doubt Mc-
Queen's final collection was a triumph. But there
seems little to rejoice in when there is no one to
congratulate. Ð The Guardian


